
 

We of the Big Cottonwood Community Council are on record 
at this time as unanimously opposing a new federal 
designation in Big Cottonwood Canyon.                        
                          (by motion passed on April 11, 2016) 
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Some of the reasons for this decision include: 
 
Mountain Accord was funded to conduct a 
comprehensive, regional, long-term review of year-
round transportation solutions in the Central 
Wasatch.  Recently, however, the focus has been 
on a new federal designation, while transportation 
and traffic solutions have languished. There is an 
immediate need for transportation solutions. 
 
The need for a Federal Designation/Wilderness is 
unclear. It is not needed for most transportation 
projects. Watershed and wildfire management 
would remain the same. All existing recreational 
uses and permits would continue. 
 
Mountain Accord concedes that a federal 
designation could attract more visitors, so it would 
be important to have transportation solutions in 
play before attracting more visitors. 
 
No funding increases for transportation, 
conservation or recreation are anticipated if a 
federal designation is imposed.  
 
The effects of a federal designation have not been 
analyzed. Mountain Accord consistently said that a 
NEPA/EIS study would be conducted before major 
actions are taken. No study is planned to date for 
this major land-use decision. 
 
 
 
 

 
The proposed 12 member Advisory Council chaired 
by the Secretary of Agriculture to create a Forest 
Plan for the Wasatch, is distant and cumbersome. 
Transparency and common sense would require  
that the Forest Plan come first, then a federal 
designation could be considered. 
 
A new Wilderness area is proposed for Millcreek 
Canyon, although it is not part of the USFS Forest 
Plan. Such a designation for a busy urban canyon 
does not meet the federal definition of Wilderness. 
Unintended consequences often follow. 
 
Mountain Accord-Phase II has no representatives 
on its Executive Committee for families who own 
homes and property in the canyons.  
 

Mountain Accord has proposed the formation of a 
regional Wasatch Commission with statutory 
powers to acquire funding and planning authority.  
The County Council could surrender land use 
authority to a regional entity where they would 
have only one vote among many. More 
information is needed about this plan. 
 

Many people say that Utah’s federal land 
management should not be outsourced to 
Washington, D.C. There are local scientists, 
stewards, and talented people who are capable of 
collaboration with local USFS District in canyon 
management decisions. 
 
 


